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Dear Mayors and Friends of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, 
 
I have truly enjoyed serving as Chair of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 
Initiative in this, its 11 th year, the beginning of a new decade for our very important 
work together.  I am convinced our efforts as mayors and locally elected officials to 
advance the protection and restoration of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River are 
as important as ever.  I am pleased we undertook work to create a 10-year vision for 
the organization, the lakes, river, and region this past year.  This vision will help 
guide the organization and us, as mayors, as we continue to lead by example to 
protect and sustainably manage our freshwater resources, and support and grow our 
communities.   
We had quite a busy year, continuing to work on ongoing challenges facing the 

lakes and river and addressing new threats.  We continued our efforts to encourage a long-term solution 
to the problem of Asian carp, we addressed the issue of microplastics, an emerging threat to our 
waterways and wildlife, and began exploring the issue of energy transportation throughout the region, 
among many other important issues.  Also of note, we organized and held the first Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence River Day in Ottawa, a chance for our mayors and other officials to meet with federal and 
provincial representatives to discuss issues of significance to the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence, and our 
communities.  Thank you for all your hard work over the last year and I look forward to working with you 
all to realize our shared vision of a strong, healthy, and vibrant Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keith Hobbs 
Mayor, Thunder Bay 
Chair, Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 2013-2014 

Thunder Bay, ON 



 

Energy Transport  
As an intervener in the Enbridge Pipeline Reversal 
Project, the Cities Initiative aimed to achieve a 
balance between sustainable development and the 
well-being of communities and their citizens. 
Culminating with an oral presentation in Toronto 
before the National Energy Board in October 2013, 
the Cities Initiative highlighted the need not only 
to guarantee the protection of the environment, 
lakes and waterways, but also to provide to 
concerned citizens and parties an acceptable level 
of trust and oversight. In February 2014, before a 
Commission of the Québec National Assembly, the 
Cities Initiative gave its support, with 
recommendations, to Bill 37 which establishes a 
moratorium on the research and exploitation of 
shale gas in the St. Lawrence valley. Finally, with 
the assistance of its sub-committee on Fossil 
Energy Transportation which convened thrice since 
November 2013, the Cities Initiative progressed in 
developing a comprehensive Energy Framework 
and a related resolution submitted to members at 
the 2014 annual meeting. 
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Deep Geologic Repository  
The accumulation of radioactive waste from 
nuclear power plants around the Great Lakes has 
concerned the Cities Initiative for many years.  
Recently, Ontario Power Generation, owner of 
three plants, proposed a deep geologic repository 
(DGR) for long term management of low and mid -
level waste at its Bruce Nuclear Plant in Kincardine.  
Many mayors from the area have been involved in 
the proposed project for a number of years, and 
the Cities Initiative had an extended discussion 

about the proposal at the 2013 annual meeting.  
Ultimately, the Board decided to appear at the 
public hearing on the DGR and raise concerns about 
the proposed DGR being less than one kilometer 
from Lake Huron, the lack of consideration of other 
locations, and the potential precedent for more low, 
mid, and high level radioactive waste disposal sites 
near the Great Lakes.  The matter is under review by 
the Canadian government and will likely not be 
decided until the end of 2014 or into 2015.  
 
Asian Carp 
Efforts to find a long term solution for keeping Asian 
carp from reaching Lake Michigan through the 
Chicago Waterway System intensified with the 
January 6, 2014, release of the Great Lakes and 
Mississippi River Interbasin Study (GLMRIS) by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The Corps study 
outlines eight alternatives ranging from the current 
baseline work up to full, physical separation of Lake 
Michigan from the Mississippi River basin.  The 
Corps did not, however, recommend an alternative, 
and has no process or timeline for reaching a 
decision.  At the midyear Board meeting, the Board 
passed a resolution endorsing work by the Cities 
Initiative and the Great Lakes Commission to 
implement a process and forum to reach a regional 
consensus on the best alternative to stop the 
passage of aquatic invasive species between the two 
watersheds.  The Cities Initiative and the 
Commission secured $200,000 to retain a facilitator/
mediator to manage the regional consensus 
discussion.  The Cities Initiative also strongly 
encourages that interim short and mid -term actions 
to reduce the risk of Asian carp be considered and 
taken.  To learn more, please visit    
http://www.glslcities.org/  
initiatives/21century_asiancarp.cfm.   

Wasaga Beach, ON 
Credit: edto.net 

Credit: Great Lakes Fishery Commission 
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Washington Great Lakes Days  
Mayor John Dickert of Racine and Dave Ullrich and 
Simon Belisle of the Cities Initiative attended a 
number of events and visited several 
Congressional Representatives and Senators, as 
well as senior U.S. and Canadian Government 
Officials during Great Lakes Days the first week of 
March 2014 in Washington. Included in the visits 
were Deputy Head of Mission Denis Stevens of the 
Canadian Embassy, U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin of 
Wisconsin, and U.S. Representatives Ron Kind of 
Wisconsin, Dan Kildee of Michigan, Robin Kelly and 
Peter Roskam of Illinois, Administrator Gina 
McCarthy and Deputy Administrator Bob 
Perciasepe of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Deputy Undersecretary Ann Mills and 
Director Anne Alonzo of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. The primary issues emphasized by the 
Cities Initiative were the importance of Great Lakes 

Water Levels  
Last August, the Cities Initiative endorsed the 
International Joint Commissionõs (IJC) Plan 2014, 
the latest regulation plan for Lake Ontario and the 
St. Lawrence River system, while underlining a 
number of critical issues and unanswered concerns. 
The Cities Initiative also requested, on both sides 
of the border, an immediate review of options for 
the restoration of water levels in Lakes Michigan 
and Huron, and that a letter of reference be issued 
to the IJC to pursue adaptive management 
activities and additional funding and capabilities 
be allocated to relevant ministries to conduct pilot 
projects in affected communities. 

Ottawa Great Lakes -St. Lawrence Day 
On April 2nd and 3rd, 2014, Cities Initiative 
member mayors and staff held the inaugural Great 
Lakes-St. Lawrence Day in Ottawa, Ontario. Cities 
Initiative mayors and elected officials in attendance 
were: Ellen Anderson, Sandra Cooper, Keith Hobbs, 
Denis Lapointe, Brian McMullan, Michelle Morin-
Doyle, John Paterson, Cal Patterson, Chantal 
Rouleau, and Jim Tovey.  The mayors met with US 
Ambassador Bruce Heyman, the Hon. Thomas 
Mulcair, Leader of the Opposition, Environment 
Minister Leona Aglukkaq, Natural Resources 
Minister Greg Rickford, Fisheries and Oceans 
Minister Gail Sheaõs staff, as well as a number of 
members of parliament from the three major 
parties to bring attention to urgent issues facing 
shoreline communities and the waters of the Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence basin.  The mayors and 
officials highlighted five challenges facing the 
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence including:  
1) Increasing variability of water levels;  
2) Impacts of climate change on shoreline 
communities and the need for adaptation support;  
3) Action on phosphorus run-off into the Great 
Lakes and the growth of algae blooms;  
4) Transportation of fossil fuels across the Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence basin; and  
5) Public shoreline access and shoreline 
infrastructure funding needs.   
The Ottawa Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Day was very 
well received and the Cities Initiative looks forward 
to continuing this important event for our 
members in the future. 
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Mayors meet Ambassador Heyman.  
Credit: Katie Szymanski  


