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Climate Change Challenge 

 

I. Climate Change:  Energy is the Heart = 87% of the GHGs 

 Floods, Droughts, Severe Weather; Limited  Time & Resources 

 

II.    Sustainable Energy Strategy 

 

II. Policy Recommendations 

 

A. Great  Lakes Sustainable Energy Strategy  - Integrated Resource Plan 

B. Use the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority Model, the GL Commission and 

the IJC to Map Demand and Generation Resources 

C. Build Sustainable Energy Strategy with Public Engagement & Education 

D. Resiliency Plans complement SES: True Price for all:  Coal, Gas, Nuclear 

& Renewables  

  

 

 

 

 



Resilient Communities 

“Climate change and the resulting impacts have already 
and will continue to affect all sectors of a community 
including economy, social well-being, and 

environmental stability,”   

 

  Grand Rapids Mayor, George Heartwell 



Great Lakes Integrated Resource Plan 



Leadership:  Charting the Course 

• Defining “Community” beyond political 

boundaries…Watersheds & Private + Public + Non-Profit 

Sectors… 

 

• Communities are the only thing that creates change 

 

• Defining community vision and empowering/facilitating 

 



Community Participation Model (CPM) 

 

• Listening Tour, Public Engagement & 

Collaboration 

• Asking: “How can we, together, create 

the best possible project?” 

• Cooperatives … Unique Pooling Option 

& Easement Agreement Invited 

Everyone, Early . . . 300 kitchen tables . 

. . 50 cups of coffee per MW 

• Earning Trust & Creating Vested 

Interests, Ownership and  Shared 

Rewards 

 



Community Participation Model (CPM) 

 

Countywide WE Zoning Ordinances:   

• Balanced rules protecting the 

public’s health, safety and welfare 

• Protecting wildlife 

• Providing clear rules for wind project 

development 

 

Community Meetings & Unanimous 

Zoning Approvals by all 16 

Townships 

 

Public engagement, education and 

involvement never ends 

 

 

 

 



Future Farmers of America 

Debate Topic:  “Wind Power – Are the Benefits Blown Away by the Risks?” 



Download our new  
Community Wind iBook from our 

website: www.windresourcellc.com  

http://www.windresourcellc.com/


Sustainable Energy Strategy  

Educational Materials 

• Resilient Communities for America 

 

• Community Sustainability Partnership 

 

• NREL 10 Benefits and 10 Myths about Wind Power 

  Benefits- http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy05osti/37602.pdf  

  Myths- http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy05osti/37657.pdf  

• The MSU Wind Energy Siting Bulletin provided to Michigan Townships Association, 
Michigan Municipal League, Michigan Environmental Council, 
http://www.emdc.msue.msu.edu/product/michigan-land-use-guidelines-for-siting-wind-
energy-systems-982.cfm  

  

• NREL County Commissioners Planning Book – distributed at the 2007 meeting of the 
Michigan Association of Counties www.nrel.gov/docs/fy07osti/40403.pdf  

  

• The American Wind and Wildlife Institute www.awwi.org 

 

• The Great Lakes Wind Collaborative, www.glc.org/energy/wind 

 

• “Innovate, Manufacture, Compete” PewTrusts 2012 Clean Energy Plan 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/news_room_detail.aspx?id=85899443670 

 

Please visit our websites for further information. 

www.windresourcellc.com 
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