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20 years of reglonal cooperatlon'

Experiences from Union of Baltic Cities
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Jarkko Virtanen
Deputy Mayor, City of Turku
Vice-President, Union of the Baltic Cities




FINLAND & = S

D % \:T‘\:! 9

¥R e %l g %
=

'Ecﬂna“im. Jdhv

Paide
Il.a.upnl%_ > :"jﬂé'ﬂ'
A . 1l.|.|=nd1 TR

S o = b gag S
A L uf GamESEE T ER R Parevidys

ol 52y el le B dkprécln ¥ - . -

LT et L / “LITHUANIA g
uldh-nr;.-.mml ] d Kagnags

Kicle 2] = Uk s Hal ,E'!_, HSSIA ai g iimis

P

e Rostock aegeifald Kousaf S0 G, 08 P e o =g
Py o Ll g o

Wismae ""_-... icdFyrdroge Pruszce [':-E
‘i L - Blalbark
Y rzecin U D) ANID \

m

Union of the Baltic Cities UBC Founded 1991 in Gdansk
Poland by 32 cities. Today 106 member cities



Union of the Baltic Cities; A co-operation and
policy actor, also implementing projects

General Secretariat in Gdansk, Poland
President and 3 vice-presidents
Executive board, 2 - 3 meeting / year

13 thematic commissions;

Commissions on Business, Culture, Education, Energy,
Environment, Gender equality, Info society, Social & Health,
Sport, Transport, Tourism, Urban Planning, Youth Issues

UBC member cities

14 Estonian cities, 8 Latvian cities, 8 Lithuanian cities, 12 Polish
Cities, 7 German cities, 9 Danish cities, 2 Norwegian cities, 25
Swedish cities, 14 Finnish cities, 7 Russian cities



The Baltic Sea Region in 2010

v
Long tradition of cooperation, enormous changes during last 20 years

Now an integrated region, 8/10 EU members

But still an East — West arena

And a region in front of new challenges




Our task.
Build an efficient sustainable cities / region

Our challenges are;

Geographic and Economic concentration
Efficient energy production availability
Environmental concerns & Climate change
Sustainable Traffic and transport
Aging population and Migration
Improve the State of the Baltic Sea

Global economic crisis

... all important and demanding for our cities striving to be more efficient
and attractive in the global competition

The challenges tie us together and gives us the agenda to work on.



Our working methods, approaches in practise 5

Main tools:

Projects addressing Climate Change, Sustainable Ports, e
e
Urban Rural development, Phosphorous removal from urban-sj-’— ‘:

wastewater plants and Sustainable Transport Systems

Co-operation and external networking with authorities,

Internal networking and exchange of expertise and info
(meetings/workshops, bulletin, website)

Involvement in the European policy making
Continuing evaluation via Surveys:
1998, 2001, 2004, 2006, 2009

s gy B b s



UBC Commission on Environment

Multi-national 17 person team speaking “BALTIC ENGLISH”
Generously hosted by the City of Turku, Finland
www.ubc-environment.net www.ubcwheel.eu
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http://www.ubc-environment.net/
http://www.ubcwheel.eu/

Kustavi Taivassalo
Askainen

Velkua li'lqn' masku

Turku
Rymattyla

Kimito
Dragsfjard Sarkisalo
Vastanfjard
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City of Turku

Located on the south-western coast of Finland.
The oldest city in Finland, 780th anniversary in 2009.

Population of Turku economic region 300 000.
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~Thesfate of the Baltic Sea

Eutrophication is regarded as being the greatest and
most serious threat to the Baltic Sea. ——

Eutrophication is mainly due to high nutrientloading..=™
coming from the drainage basin, which is

approximately four times the size of the surface area of
the Baltic Sea. (14 countries and approx. 100 million
residents in the drainage basin)

The é_rh‘__ﬁof Finland is the most eutrophicated area, and

it will not be able to withstand its current nutrient
loading, which is three times greater than that of other. -
areas of the Baltic Sea.



A+ Factors affecting the state
of the Baltic Sea

altic Sea is being burdened most by the nutrient

ings and hazardous substances that have entered

Pre entering the sea, and-also the greatly increased
ount of shipping:

Eutrophicati&r\is caused by human activities, such as
community wastewater, agriculture, scattered _

_*M! traffic, energy prodw;tior.lf- industry.
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New treats

The latest major threats to the Baltic Sea are the
increased oil and chemical transportation, gas pipelines,
environmental toxins, invasive alien species, and global
climate change.

_In the Gulf of Finland, the overall amount of " _
is estimated to be 160 million tons by year 2010, and “Seg
- about half of it would be oil transportations. &



Actions by the city of Turku -

Reducing point source load.

Improve the cities sewag @ hetworks
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Encotrage real estate owners f'o;dL_ £ ’ % >
*drainage and rainwater from their prop rties
into the urban storm water sewers. |



Reducing diffuse pollution
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Aim is to end the cultivation of éfbsio?i’ and flb'd“di'ng
sensitive land.



Reducing diffuse pollution

~'.~Reduct|on of wastewater emissions from scattered
'settlement R
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By 2010, the city will i |mprove the. wastewater treatment
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Dredging -contaminated sediment 5

Dredging to remediate the areas of 7 3 pollution by
organic compounds or other hazardgls substances.
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Areas.

In Finland cities work in cooperation with other cities and

actors to establlsh treatment and dlsposal areas for
ontar 'entanoLto develo ¢ treatment
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- Reducing wastewater Wes

: _ff;f;_from shlpplng
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- Our_Challenge, . .
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Concerne about the state of th ali ea and its future
Commit ourselves to actions improving the state of the

Baltic Sea

he city of Turku wish to show an example to others for saving
the Baltic Sea for future generations.






