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Improve Beaches and Coasts
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Why Do Beaches and
Coasts Matter?

m Environmentally

m Socially

®m Economically




Environmentally

m Beaches are important
habitat for many species:
plants, fish and animals

m [.ink in chain of coastal
processes

Photo credit: Ministry of
Natural Resources




Socially

Beaches and coasts help define “sense of place”
Source of community pride and “personality”
Democratic, multi-generational, multi-cultural
Encourage recreation, sports and activity

Key measure of environmental quality of Great Lakes
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Economically

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

m Great Lakes beaches are valuable

= Value of US Great Lakes beaches $1.1 to $1.4 billion (Shaikh,
2004)

m Recreational value of Ontario’s Great Lakes beaches $200 to
$250 million (Krantzberg, 2008)

= Average day at the beach estimated at $30- $50 per person
m Beaches are a powerful local economic engine

® Beach improvements = smart investments
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Local Government in Action

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

m Many communities are beach leaders
= Racine, Wasaga Beach, Chicago, Toronto, Niagara
= Sanitary Surveys and other best management practices
m Many beaches are internationally eco- certified Blue
Flag beaches
= Meet 33 criteria
= Port Stanley Beach (Lake Erie) recently received Blue Flag

m Growing community recognition that beaches are
treasures

m Growing interest in integrated coastal management




What is the US doing?

® Funding

= Proposed increased funding
of BEACH Act - stalled

= Great Lakes Restoration Initiative = &
m Standards

= EPA still working to revise - BN Croce Lakes Beacn
standards &

= Rapid test methods
m Action

m (Clean Beaches Initiative

= Great Lakes, Great Beaches and Coasts webpage
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What is Canada doing?

. Fundlng Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative

Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

= No dedicated Canadian federal funding

= One Provincial public health funding envelope to public
health units for all mandates including beach monitoring

L] Staﬁdaf dS At the Shoreline:
A Mayors' Collabo ral t:N,e AL tio n
m New proposed Canadian federal water Han o Proweet the Greatl dhes
quality guidelines ;
m Action

= Cities / Ontario beach workshop April 2010

m Cities / Ontario commitment to create
new beach and coast network

m Great Lakes, Great Beaches and Coasts
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Racine, WI

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

m Coastal Areas are a Community Asset

m Successful beach and riparian restoration projects

= Culmination of political will, municipal teamwork, sound
science, local business investment, and citizen stewardship

= Achieved environmental sustainability while successfully
marrying economic development

and community need for an accessible

recreational outlet
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RACINE ON THE LAKE
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A Community Asset for 100 Years

284 Bathing Scene, North 3each, Racine,

North Beach - 1907

North Beach - 2009
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North Beach Awards

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

m WI first “Blue Wave” beach
= US equivalent to International Blue Flag
= Certified since 2004

m Governor’s award for environmental performance, 2008
m National Resource Defense Council

= Noted as one of 200 popular US swimming beaches (2009)
m EVP Pro-Am Beach Volleyball Tour

= World Championship Host City, 2009
m Midwest Living Magazine

m “2010 Best of the Midwest” recognition for best urban beaches
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Economic Return

m Spirit of Racine Triathlon (2009) Alance des il des Grands ace ot Sait Lauren
= $1,042,500
= Expected to double in 2010
m EVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tournaments (2009)
m $175,000
m World Series of Watercross (2010)
m $200,000
m Property value increase

m Increase of $10/foot in relation to North Beach

m Increase of $2/foot for proximity to Lake Michigan in general
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How do you make a
great thing even better?
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Innovation and Education!

®m Improved handicap access
= Installed June 2010
m Mobi-Mat® RecPath by Deschamps

m Covers over 600 linear feet of sand

= Direct access to the waters edge without &
environmental disturbance

= Makes the beach experience even more

fulfilling to those with mobility issues
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http://www.mobi-mat-civil-access-deschamps.com/en/prod_recpath.php

Center for Coastal
Management

Improve understanding and
appreciation of the Great
Lakes

Advance cutting edge
research on monitoring and
restoration

Provide a link between local
government and academia

Provide professional
development opportunities

RACINE ON THE LAKE

Serve diverse constituencies
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A collaborative effort...

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

m Chicago, Milwaukee, and Racine

m Create collaborative municipal/academic partnerships
along the western coast of Lake Michigan

= Work within respective university systems

m Curriculum Development

lllllllllll I Wisconsir

ARKSIDE

m Student placement

m Collaborative research Hiﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁi&ﬂ

B Create consortium of research and service facilities

m Providing extensive, multidisciplinary freshwater
research and education of global significance
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://pantherfile.uwm.edu/qgong/www/uwm_Logo.gif&imgrefurl=https://pantherfile.uwm.edu/qgong/www/&usg=__Ks0oXbRQFMIdl5swi34RABxZ0qg=&h=426&w=511&sz=13&hl=en&start=11&itbs=1&tbnid=R-jdaL92sX2ViM:&tbnh=109&tbnw=131&prev=/images%3Fq%3Duwm%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
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Funding...

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Alliance des villes des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent

m The City of Racine and partners have secured
programmatic funding in support of this effort

= Current initiatives and future funding

m Beach Sanitary Surveys, pollution source identification, restoration
m Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI), City of Racine
m $280,000 for beach sanitary surveys
m Milwaukee County to WI/IL state line (including Racine)

= Rapid Methods

m GLRI, Water Environment Research Foundation, WI Coastal Management
Program

m [ab-based and models
m $400,000 (direct monetary support and work products)
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Moving Forward

®m How can we continue to work together
to improve beaches and coasts?

= Identify and Address Gaps

= Build on what we already have

= Form a Mayors’ working group on beaches
m Develop a strategy to improve coastal health

m Create a dialog to discuss: monitoring, management, collaboration,
communication

18



Contact Information

®m Mayor John Dickert, City of Racine, W1

B Dr. Julie Kinzelman, julie.kinzelman(@cityofracine.org,
www.cityofracine.org

m Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative staff:
Melissa Soline Sarah Rang

312-201-4517 416- 972 -7400

melissa.soline(@glslcities.org  srang(@enveei.com

Cities Initiative website: WWW. glsl(:ities.org
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