
 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 1 – 2016M 
  

NUTRIENTS IN LAKE ERIE 

 

WHEREAS, harmful algal blooms (HABs) resulting from excessive nutrient loadings to 

Lake Erie have a direct adverse impact on the Great Lakes aquatic ecosystem, drinking 

water, water quality, quality of life and economy including recreation, tourism, and 

property values; and  

 

WHEREAS, if broad and swift action is not taken, HABs, exacerbated by nutrient 

pollution from human activity, climate change and invasive species, will continue to 

occur and threaten the health and vitality of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River system; 

and   

 

WHEREAS, a HAB in the western basin of Lake Erie caused the Toledo drinking water 

utility to advise over 400,000 citizens not to drink the water for two days in August 2014; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Toledo drinking water crisis brought to light the numerous challenges 

faced by cities with respect to HABs and water quality; and  

 

WHEREAS, Canada and the United States have adopted targets for phosphorus 

reductions that would require a 40% reduction in targets based on 2008 levels; and  

 

WHEREAS, at the same time, under the Western Lake Erie Collaborative, the states of 

Ohio and Michigan and the Province of Ontario have committed to 40% phosphorus 

reduction by 2025 with an aspirational target of 20% by 2020; and  

 

WHEREAS, these jurisdictions are working together under the auspices of the Great 

Lakes Water Quality Agreement Annex 4 subcommittee to help develop a binational 

strategy to meet these targets. This strategy will be further refined by each country in 

domestic action plans, due to be completed by 2018; and   

 

WHEREAS,  the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) has 

partnered with the Ontario Federation of Agriculture to develop a farmland drainage 

strategy to reduce phosphorus loss in the Thames River basin, which will contribute to 

achieving the 40% target for Lake Erie; and  

 

 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Cities Initiative is also working with the Michigan Agri-Business 

Association and the Michigan League of Conservation Voters in Michigan and Ohio EPA 

and the Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership to forge a partnership to reduce phosphorus 

entering Lake Erie from those two states. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls on Canada 

and the United States (federal parties to the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement)  to 

commit to a 40% reduction in phosphorus entering the Western Basin of Lake Erie by 

2025, the same deadline as the Western Lake Erie Collaborative; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that  the Cities Initiative calls on the federal parties, 

and the state and provincial jurisdictions, to develop, review, and approve domestic 

action plans and strategies for nutrient reductions as soon as possible, but no later than 

February 2018; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governments of Canada and the United States, 

and the states of Michigan and Ohio, as well as the Province of Ontario, should provide 

technical and financial support for the Cities Initiative phosphorus reduction projects in 

Ontario, Michigan, and Ohio; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls on the federal parties to 

implement the measures included in the domestic action plans and strategies so that the 

necessary nutrient reductions will be achieved in a timely manner, so that fewer, smaller, 

and shorter HABs will be experienced in the future. 

 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
 

__________________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 2 – 2016M 

 

SAFE DRINKING WATER 

 

WHEREAS, one of the most fundamental responsibilities of a local government is to 

provide clean, safe, affordable drinking water to its residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River system provides one of the most 

abundant and cleanest sources of surface and groundwater on earth for drinking water 

supply; and 

 

WHEREAS, local governments have invested billions of dollars in drinking water and 

wastewater infrastructure over the years to ensure that the surface waters are protected 

and that drinking water is delivered to homes safely; and  

 

WHEREAS, it has not been possible for all cities to keep up with infrastructure needs 

and one result has been less certainty around the integrity of the drinking water delivery 

system; and 

 

WHEREAS, two major incidents recently in the Great Lakes region caused a great deal 

of concern and public disruption because of threats to the drinking water in communities, 

namely: 

 In August of 2014, a massive algal bloom in the Western Lake Erie Basin led to the 

formation of the toxic microcystin, resulting in the City of Toledo advising over 

450,000 of its customers not to drink or bath in the public water for close to a 72 hour 

period, requiring the Governor to call out the National Guard to help deliver water to 

residents; and 

 Over the course of the summer and fall of 2015 in Flint, Michigan, there were 

elevated lead levels in the drinking water for many months after the State-appointed 

emergency manager directed that the water supply be changed from Lake Huron to 

the Flint River, without making the necessary changes for corrosion control; and 

 

WHEREAS, a fundamental problem for most older cities in the Great Lakes and St. 

Lawrence basin is the number of lead service lines still in place between municipal water 

mains and homes; and 

 

WHEREAS, responses to the compromised drinking water at the State and Federal level 

were not sufficient to deal with the magnitude of the crises presented; and 

 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, one of the underlying problems that contributed to the crisis was the 

inadequacy of the lead and copper drinking water rule currently in force.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that providing safe, clean, affordable 

drinking water to residents is one of the most fundamental of responsibilities of local 

governments, and residents have a fundamental right to it; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that local governments have an obligation to 

determine whether or not there are problems with the quality of the water delivered to  

residents; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

is committed to supporting its member cities to help identify whether they have a lead in 

drinking water problem, and if so, what measures could be taken to solve the problem; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

calls on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to update and improve its lead and 

copper rule for drinking water on an expedited basis; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

calls on state, provincial, and federal drinking water authorities to take immediate steps to 

improve implementation and enforcement of the laws designed to assure safe drinking 

water to all citizens; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

will seek funding and other support from partners to help ensure that member cities 

receive the best possible assistance to deal with and solve this critically important 

problem. 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 
_____________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 3 – 2016M 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

WHEREAS, climate change presents one of the most significant challenges faced by the 

world at this time, and with cities containing over 50% of the population of the planet and 

being responsible for over 70% of the net greenhouse gas emissions, urban areas are 

experiencing some of the most serious consequences of climate change and bear a major 

responsibility for helping solve the problem; and 

 

WHEREAS, the increase in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere of the earth in 2015 was 

the greatest ever recorded or estimated since the last ice age, 2015 was the hottest year 

ever recorded replacing 2014, and January and February of 2016 were the hottest ever 

recorded for those two months; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River are one of the largest surface 

freshwater resources in the world, containing about 20% of the supply, providing 

drinking water for over 40 million people, and serving as an economic resource and a 

defining part of the culture for millions of Canadians and Americans who live in the 

basin; and 

 

WHEREAS, the over 17 million people in the cities of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) are aware of the problems presented by climate change, 

and have experienced many of them directly in their own cities already; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cities Initiative has moved forward with efforts to adapt to challenges 

presented by extreme heat and cold, intense precipitation events and periods of drought, 

fluctuating lake levels, and much more; and 

 

WHEREAS, the strains on infrastructure for drinking water, waste water, transportation, 

and other elements that are vital to the daily operations of a city have grown even more 

serious because of the impact of climate change; and 

 

WHEREAS, a critically important part of dealing with climate change is to address the 

fundamental cause, which is the continuing increase of greenhouse gas emissions to the 

atmosphere; and 

 

 

 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, many members of the Cities Initiative have moved forward with 

implementation of sustainability plans to adapt to climate change, make their 

infrastructure more resilient, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and 

 

WHEREAS, an effective, global response to climate change presents great economic 

challenges and opportunities for the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence industrial, 

transportation, and innovation core, the engines of the Canada/US-economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, Great Lakes and St. Lawrence cities together possess a critical mass of 

knowledge, expertise and entrepreneurship to meet the challenge of the transition to a 

sustainable economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Maritime Transportation System of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence is 

the longest deep-draft inland navigation system in the world, representing a unique 

sustainability asset to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence region possesses tremendous wind, 

water, and solar resources to serve as a foundation for much more renewable energy 

generation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Compact of Mayors is a group of almost 500 cities from across the 

world, including 20 Cities Initiative members, who have committed to adaptation and 

mitigation measures, establishing inventories of greenhouse gas emissions, setting targets 

and timelines for reductions, and planning for and achieving adaptation measures and 

emission reductions. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Cities Initiative 

commit their cities to be actively engaged on many fronts to become more resilient, more 

adapted, and more committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, all designed to 

become more sustainable cities and to contribute to a more livable planet for current and 

future generations; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative as an organization and its 

individual members will be leaders in mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions, adaptation 

to changes, and resilience of infrastructure and encourage and help other cities to adopt a 

similar agenda to reduce the impacts of climate change; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative and its members will be 

leaders in seeking a variety of ways to finance climate change oriented investments 

through local, state, provincial, and federal sources, public/private partnerships, and other 

means of funding; and 

 



 
 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Cities Initiative members will encourage 

investments in their own communities and regions to help the development of innovative 

technology to advance adaptation, resilience, and reductions of greenhouse gas 

emissions; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative will expand its best practices 

network through webinars, conferences, websites, social media, and other means to 

expand the knowledge of how to be more sustainable communities to help ensure a better 

future for all; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative will work toward having 50% 

of its members committed to the Compact of Mayors by the end of 2017, 75% by the end 

of 2018, and 100 % by the end of 2019.  

 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
 

___________________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 4 – 2016M 

 

ASIAN CARP 

 

WHEREAS, aquatic invasive species have caused serious damage and continue to pose a 

major threat to the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River system; and 

 

WHEREAS, over 180 aquatic invasive species have been introduced into the Great 

Lakes and St. Lawrence River system over the years and have caused damage and 

imposed costs well over $100 million annually; and 

 

WHEREAS, many of those aquatic invasive species have migrated through the Chicago 

Area Waterway System (CAWS) to the Mississippi River Watershed and some have 

reached all the way to the west coast of the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, one of the greatest threats ever from aquatic invasive species to the Great 

Lakes and St. Lawrence is in the form of Asian carp, including silver 

(Hypophthalmichthys molitrix), bighead (Hypophthalmichthys nobilis), black 

(Mylopharyngodon piceus), and grass (Ctenopharyngodon idella), and have been 

migrating up the Mississippi, Illinois, Ohio, Wabash, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and 

other rivers over the past 40 years; and 

 

WHEREAS, silver carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix) have been found as close as 60 

miles from Lake Michigan in the Illinois River, one bighead carp in Lake Calumet in 

Chicago, grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) in the Grand River in Ontario, and 

evidence of the presence of silver and bighead carp in the form of environmental DNA 

has been found in parts of the Great Lakes themselves, including near Sturgeon Bay, 

Wisconsin and Sandusky, Ohio, as well as various parts of the Chicago Area Waterway 

System; and 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been operating an electric barrier for 

almost ten years, and has upgraded the barrier and added multiple barriers, which appears 

to have kept the Asian carp from getting closer to Lake Michigan, but which has certain 

weaknesses and operating problems that create a vulnerability for carp to pass through 

the area; and 

 

WHEREAS, a variety of federal, state, local, private, non-profit, Canadian, and other 

groups have been operating as part of the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating 

Committee(ACRCC) to implement many additional actions to stop the advance of Asian 

carp in the Illinois River; and 



 
 

 

 

WHEREAS, the barrier provides little or no protection for the movement of virtually all 

invasive species in a downstream direction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes Commission and Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 

Initiative completed a report in January 2012 demonstrating the feasibility of physical 

separation and restoring the natural divide between the Great Lakes and Mississippi River 

watersheds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completed the Great Lakes Mississippi 

River Interbasin Study (GLMRIS) in January 2014 outlining eight alternative approaches 

to reducing the risk of invasive species moving between the two watersheds, and 

confirming that physical separation is the most effective alternative for reducing risk; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes Commission and the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 

Initiative have managed an Advisory Committee process for considering physical 

separation alternatives and related actions to deal with transportation, flood control, and 

water quality issues; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes Commission and the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 

Initiative secured $200,000 in funding and two facilitators/mediators to manage the 

Advisory Committee process with the desire to reach a regional consensus by December 

2015 on the best alternative to prevent the passage of aquatic invasive species between 

the two watersheds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Advisory Committee reached consensus on August 31, 2015 on a letter 

to President Obama urging that funding be provided to the Army Corps of Engineers in 

their 2017 budget to complete the Brandon Road Feasibility Study to provide one way 

invasive species protection of the Great Lakes from the Mississippi River; 

 

WHEREAS, the Advisory Committee reached consensus on December 17, 2015 as 

reflected in a January 26, 2016 letter to President Obama urging funding for further study 

of controls at points on the CAWS to provide long term protection against the passage of 

invasive species in both directions between the Great Lakes and Mississippi River; 

   

WHEREAS, even when a regional consensus is reached, the time to implement a long 

term solution is such that additional interim actions will be necessary to reduce the risk of 

Asian carp reaching the Great Lakes. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative fully endorses the Advisory Committee process with facilitation and 

mediation to reach a regional consensus on a long term solution for preventing the 



 
 

 

passage of aquatic invasive species between the Great Lakes and Mississippi River basins 

through the CAWS; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

fully endorses the concept of physical separation as the most effective way to stop the 

passage of aquatic invasive species in both directions through the CAWS; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

supports solutions that maintain or improve water quality, flood control, and 

transportation in the CAWS and the area; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

fully endorses the implementation of all necessary and appropriate short and mid-term 

interim actions to reduce the risk of Asian carp reaching Lake Michigan through the 

CAWS, while a long term solution is being sought and implemented, with special 

emphasis on steps at the Brandon Road lock and dam; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

urges the ACRCC to complete and implement the Contingency Plan designed to deal 

with emergency situations where it appears there is a greater than usual threat of Asian 

Carp reaching the Great Lakes; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

asserts that time is of the essence to reach a regional consensus on a long term solution 

and that all possible efforts should be put forth to reach that goal as soon as possible, 

recognizing the urgency of the situation; furthermore, it is essential that the necessary 

short and mid-term actions to reduce the risk of Asian carp reaching Lake Michigan 

through the CAWS proceed on an expedited basis. 

 

Signed this 15th day of June, 2016 

 

 
__________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 5 – 2016M 

 

RADIOACTIVE WASTE 

 

WHEREAS, the water resources of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Basin are precious 

public natural resources, shared by the United States and Canada; and 

  

WHEREAS, the United States and Canada have, since 1909, worked to maintain and 

improve the water quality of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River through the 

Boundary Waters Treaty and water quality agreements; and 

 

WHEREAS, over 40 million people in both Canada and the United States depend on the 

fresh water from the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence for drinking water; and 

 

WHEREAS, Canada and the United States both rely heavily on electricity generated at 

nuclear power plants in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Basin; and 

 

WHEREAS, these power plants have generated significant amounts of low, 

intermediate, and high level radioactive waste during their years of operations; and 

 

WHEREAS, radioactive waste is highly toxic and can take tens of thousands of years to 

decompose to safe levels; and 

 

WHEREAS, a release of radioactive waste into the Great Lakes could have lasting and 

severely adverse environmental, health, and economic impacts on the Great Lakes and 

the people who depend on them for their livelihood; and 

 

WHEREAS, the only operating deep geologic repository for the permanent burial of 

nuclear waste in North America, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) located in 

Carlsbad, New Mexico, was shuttered in February 2014 (15 years into its operational 

phase) when a barrel containing radioactive waste exploded and nuclear waste containing 

plutonium blew through the WIPP ventilation system, traveling 2,150 feet to the surface 

contaminating 22 workers, and spreading small amounts of radioactive material into the 

environment; and 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, Ontario Power Generation’s safety case presented WIPP as a deep geologic 

repository with a similar design and depth and with a sterling record of safety and as an 

example of the use of deep rock vaults for the safe disposal of low and intermediate level 

nuclear waste; and  

 

WHEREAS, Ontario Power Generation proposed over ten years ago to build a 

permanent deep geological repository (DGR) for low and intermediate radioactive waste 

less than one mile from Lake Huron in Kincardine, Ontario, Canada; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative engaged in extensive 

dialogue over the merits and concerns about the DGR in 2013 and a delegation from the 

Board of Directors toured the site, as well; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2016, after considering the Joint Review Panel 

Environmental Assessment Report, the Canadian Minister of Environment and Climate 

Change requested that Ontario Power Generation provide to the Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Agency by April 18, 2016 a schedule for providing additional information on 

three aspects of the environmental assessment: alternate locations for the project, 

cumulative environmental effects of the project, and an updated list of mitigation 

commitments for each identified adverse effect under the Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012). 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) calls on Ontario Power Generation to address the three 

aspects of the environmental assessment addressed by Minister McKenna’s decision in a 

thorough and comprehensive manner; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls on Ontario Power 

Generation to give great weight to the proximity of a potential DGR to any of the Great 

Lakes, the St. Lawrence River, or their tributaries in their deliberations, recognizing the 

value of staying as far away as possible from these water sources and the reduced risk of 

locating a deep geologic repository outside of the Great Lakes Basin; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative encourages Ontario Power 

Generation to factor in the risks associated with transportation of  existing and future 

stored, operational and decommissioning radioactive waste to any potential DGR 

location; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls on the governments of 

Canada and the United States to designate radionuclides as a chemical of mutual concern 

under Annex 3 of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, and take the steps 

contemplated under the Agreement once designated; and 

 



 
 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls on Canada and the United 

States to cooperate in the process of evaluating the social acceptability of any proposed 

DGR location. 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
 

___________________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 6 – 2016M 

 

MICROBEADS AND MARINE DEBRIS 

 

WHEREAS, microbeads and marine debris pose a threat to the short and long-term 

health of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence region and the species within it; and 

 

WHEREAS, many personal care products contain small plastic beads less than 5mm in 

size that separate during use and wind up going down the drain and leaving homes in the 

wastewater; and  

 

WHEREAS, these microbeads do not decompose and most are so small they pass 

through wastewater treatment plants and are discharged to the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence, 

and other receiving waters; and 

 

WHEREAS, the microbeads are a hazard to fish and wildlife in that they attract and have 

toxic chemicals adhere to them and appear as food; and  

 

WHEREAS, once ingested, the toxic microbeads can cause health problems for the fish 

and wildlife, and for people who might ingest them; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are natural substitutes for the microbeads available at this time, and 

many personal care products are already using them; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative commends the United 

States government for passing the “Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015,” which bans the 

production and distribution of products containing microbeads due to concerns about 

threats to the environment and water quality; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Canadian federal government is pursuing the addition of microbeads to 

the list of toxic substances under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA); 

and  

 

WHEREAS, non-biodegradable marine debris in sizes larger than 5mm is also present in 

large quantities in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River system; and  

 

 

 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, the majority of such marine debris, including nurdles, found in the Great 

Lakes comes from human activity on the shores and beaches of each of the Great Lakes; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, marine debris includes large items, such as industrial materials, fishing 

gear, and food containers, as well as smaller items, such as plastic wrappers and cigarette 

butts; and 

 

WHEREAS, volunteers with non-governmental organizations collected over 20,000 

kilograms of marine debris along only 1,500 of the 17,000 kilometers of Great Lakes 

shoreline in 2012; and 

 

WHEREAS, marine debris threatens aquatic life, can be hazardous to shipping traffic, 

can reduce tourism revenues, and is a significant threat to the health and vitality of the 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence region. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative calls on the government of Canada to implement legislation banning the 

production and distribution of products containing microbeads as soon as possible; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the government of Canada accelerate the CEPA 

microbeads regulatory process to conclude by Fall 2016; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Cities Initiative recognizes that in order to 

eliminate traces of microbeads in our water systems it will be necessary to address leave-

on products, like creams and sunscreen, which can contain microbeads that are smaller 

than 0.05 mm; and  

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the states, provinces, and federal governments of 

the United States and Canada develop coordinated marine debris reduction efforts to 

reduce and prevent the amount of marine debris in the Great Lakes – St. Lawrence River 

system. 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
___________________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 7 – 2016M 

 

STANDARDIZED PIPELINE SAFETY INDICATORS 

 

WHEREAS, cities and their citizens require greater transparency of information 

regarding energy pipelines and that information needs to be provided in ways that are 

helpful to citizens that want to better understand pipelines and increase pipeline safety; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, differing jurisdictions (United States and Canadian federal, state, and 

provincial) often require different safety metrics and occasionally have different 

definitions for similar terms – all of which makes it very difficult for cities and the public 

to evaluate industry’s performance; and 

 

WHEREAS, indicators are most meaningful to cities and citizens in order to align 

industry’s practices and reporting so the public has the information required to hold the 

industry to account; and 

 

WHEREAS, because of heightened public interest in existing pipelines due to recent 

failures, proposals to build new pipelines, and associated issues such as climate change 

and hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”), the industry and regulators are struggling to 

understand their loss of social license, and have slowly come to recognize the need for 

greater transparency of accurate information. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) support the creation of standardized pipeline safety 

indicators as being compiled by the Pipeline Safety Trust, a non-profit organization in 

North American that focuses on improving pipeline safety from a public interest point of 

view; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls for accurate pipeline 

location mapping coupled with information on who owns the pipelines, in both countries, 

particularly for emergency situations; and 



 
 

 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls for all regulators and 

pipeline operators to adopt a set of standardized indicators, along with working to 

produce all the data necessary to compile the indicators and make them easily available to 

the public. 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 
___________________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 8 – 2016M 

 

ACTION ON PHRAGMITES IN THE GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE 

 

Submitted by: Town of Collingwood, Ontario  

 

WHEREAS, Phragmites australis (Phragmites) is an invasive perennial grass that 

continues to cause severe damage to coastal wetlands and beaches in areas around the 

Great Lakes ; and 

 

WHEREAS, Phragmites australis grows and spreads rapidly, allowing the plant to 

invade new areas and grow into large monoculture stands in a short amount of time, and 

is an allelopathic plant that secretes toxins from its roots into the soil which impede the 

growth of neighboring plant species; and 

 

WHEREAS, Phragmites australis results in loss of biodiversity and species richness, 

loss of habitat, changes in hydrology due to its high metabolic rate, changes in nutrient 

cycling as it is slow to decompose, an increased fire hazard due to the combustibility of 

its dead stalks, and can have an adverse impact on agriculture, particularly in drainage 

ditches; and 

  

WHEREAS, invasive Phragmites has been identified as Canada’s worst invasive plant 

species by Agriculture and Agrifood Canada; and 

  

WHEREAS, Phragmites occupy over 4,800 hectares of land around Lake St. Clair alone, 

while 212 hectares of Phragmites occupy land along the St. Lawrence River.  The 

Georgian Bay Area is particularly affected by Phragmites australis, with hundreds of 

stands along the shorelines that threaten valuable wetland areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, controlling invasive Phragmites before it becomes well established reduces 

environmental impacts, time, and costs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States lacks coordinated Phragmites control standards among 

states and municipalities similar to those provided by Ontario’s Best Management 

Practices and Phragmites Working Group; and 

 

WHEREAS, primary action on Phragmites in Quebec includes: 

- Research on climate change and Phragmites conducted by the Phragmites 

Working Group at the University of Laval and the University of Montreal; 



 
 

 

- Ordinances issued by the Ministry of Transportation that dictate Phragmites 

management practices in order to prevent seed dispersal via roadways; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, best management 

practices for Phragmites australis include early detection, herbicide application, mowing, 

compressing or rolling, prescribed burning, and controlled flooding; and  

 

WHEREAS, these best management practices are most effective when used in tandem as 

opposed to when used as stand-alone control  measures; and 

 

WHEREAS, herbicides containing surfactants are prohibited for use in aquatic 

environments in Canada, meaning that Canadians are not able to fully implement best 

management practices; and  

 

WHEREAS, Phragmites spreads easily because of its large seedhead and is often found 

in drainage ditches or along highways as well as in wetland environments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) has provided funding for 

fifty-four invasive Phragmites management projects on over 900,000 acres of land in the 

United States and is a vital resource for Phragmites management in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Cities Initiative commends the Ontario government for passing Bill 37: 

The Ontario Invasive Species Act. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) recognizes the need to implement best management 

practices; to continue public education to promote early detection of invasive Phragmites; 

and to continue to research best management practices for Phragmites, with the greatest 

emphasis on implementing best management practices; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative and its members call on the 

United States Congress to continue to support full funding for the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative Act and its associated invasive Phragmites projects; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative and its members call on the 

Ontario Provincial Parliament to list invasive Phragmites as part of the Ontario Invasive 

Species Act and designate it as a noxious weed; and  

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Canadian federal government take the 

appropriate regulatory measures to expedite and approve the use of herbicides in aquatic 

environments by the 2016 growing season as well as the use of aerial control measures; 

and 



 
 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ministries of Transportation work in 

coordination with local governments to ensure that roadside Phragmites management 

practices are consistent within communities; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Cities Initiative and its members call on the 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and other relevant ministries to continue to 

support the Great Lakes Phragmites Collaborative as well as provide funding to support: 

implementation of best management practices, further research, public education, and a 

harmonized provincial management strategy, with the greatest emphasis on funding for 

implementation of best management practices; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative and its members call on the 

Government of Quebec to act in the following ways: 

- Utilize a preventative approach to Phragmites management  

- Continue to pursue academic research in University settings on Phragmites 

dispersal and to make these findings available to Ontario and the United 

States; 

- Facilitate the implementation of Best Management Practices through funding 

or other avenues, and use existing resources from Ontario and the United 

States when implementing Best Practices; and 



 
 

 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative and its members call on the 

Ontario Ministry of Environment and the relevant agencies of Quebec, Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York to clarify and 

further outline their best management practices into protocols that establish ‘due process’ 

in controlling invasive Phragmites, which would include but not be limited to: 

- Increasing the promotion of existing public education materials, such as 

EDDsMapS, the Ontario Phragmites Best Management Practices Guide, the 

work of the Phragmites working groups in Ontario and at the University of 

Laval, and the Great Lakes Phragmites Collaborative to promote early 

detection and identification of invasive Phragmites;  

- Establishing clear criteria that would guide decisions on whether action is 

required to control Phragmites, for example, based on the ecological or health 

implications of not taking action; 

- Assisting municipal and other local authorities with the implementation of 

best practices to control Phragmites. 

 

 

  

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
 

_______________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 

 



 
 

 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 9 – 2016M 

 

CONCENTRATED ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATIONS (CAFOs) IN THE 

GREAT LAKES BASIN  

 

Submitted by: City of Washburn, WI 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes contains 6 quadrillion gallons of fresh water; one-fifth of 

the world's fresh surface water: 95 percent of the U.S. supply; 84 percent of the surface 

water supply in North America; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes provides 56 billion gallons of water per day for municipal, 

agricultural, and industrial use; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes provides drinking water for 40 million people; and  

 

WHEREAS, the International Joint Commission’s (IJC) 2013 report, An Inventory of 

Nutrient Management Efforts in the Great Lakes, stated, “The regulatory regime for 

nonpoint sources is generally more complex…Consequently, there is a much larger 

emphasis on providing funding and technical assistance for voluntary stewardship 

actions. This approach can be effective but due to the complexity of the issue, it is 

difficult for these programs to be appropriately comprehensive in scope”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (WQA) between the United 

States and Canada acknowledges the vital importance of the Great Lakes to the social and 

economic well-being of both countries, as well as the need to address the risks to human 

health posed by environmental degradation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the IJC recommended governments in Canada and the United States 

collaborate to develop, maintain and share an inventory of effective management actions 

that are used to better retain nutrients and sediments on the land, especially in watersheds 

yielding high phosphorus loadings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Nutrient Management Act in Ontario can act as a model for action in 

other jurisdictions to manage materials that contain nutrients in a way that protects the 

environment and supports a sustainable future for agricultural operations and rural 

development; and 

 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 report, A Summary of the Next Twenty-Five Years: Final Report 

on an Enquiry for the Great Lakes Protection Fund, identified nutrients, harmful algal 

blooms (HABs), and agricultural nonpoint source pollution as emerging top priorities; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the number of Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations 

(CAFOs)/Intensive Livestock Operations (ILOs) has increased substantially in the Great 

Lakes - St Lawrence River basin in the past decade; and 

 

WHEREAS, more unpredictable and heavier precipitation events due to climate change 

will increase the risk of manure runoff from CAFOs/ILOs; and  

 

WHEREAS, agricultural (nonpoint) runoff from CAFOs/ILOs contains nutrients such as 

phosphorus and nitrogen, which contribute to harmful algal blooms (HABs); and 

 

WHEREAS, in 2015, there were 11,607,507 CAFO animals (all species) in Western 

Lake Erie Watersheds (MI, OH, IN) alone that produced 690,803,414 gallons (liquid and 

solids); and 

 

WHEREAS, a harmful algal bloom (HAB) in the western basin of Lake Erie caused the 

Toledo drinking water utility to advise over 400,000 citizens not to drink the water for 

two days in August 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 2000, seven people died and more than 2,300 became severely ill in 

Walkerton, Ontario when their drinking water was contaminated with E. coli 0157:H7. 

The source of this highly dangerous bacteria strain was cattle manure.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that all jurisdictions in the Great Lakes and 

St. Lawrence Basin need to expand their efforts to reduce nutrient loss to surface and 

groundwater from CAFOs because of the significant contributions of loadings that can 

come from them; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that to the extent that federal, state, provincial, and 

local laws, regulations, and ordinances can be strengthened to provide the necessary 

protections for surface and groundwater while allowing for responsible operations, such 

steps should be taken; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that monitoring the performance of CAFO water 

pollution control systems and practices needs to be comprehensive enough to provide 

assurance that the control systems are operating effectively; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that appropriate outreach to the agricultural 

community to provide information about proper construction and operation of CAFO 



 
 

 

water pollution control systems needs to be conducted wherever needed and about access 

to financial aid to implement such control systems; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that recognition of exemplary operations of CAFO 

water pollution control systems should be provided to highlight the work of leaders in the 

agricultural community. 

 

  

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 10 – 2016M 

 

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER 

Submitted by: City of Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, QC 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Lawrence Action Plan 2011-2026 (SLAP) is entering its fifth year of 

existence; and 

WHEREAS, included in the SLAP is a participatory governance system, based on the 

creation of Regional Roundtables (Tables de concertation régionales); and 

WHEREAS, of now, six (6) Regional Roundtables have been officially constituted; and 

WHEREAS, discussions and decisions of these Regional Roundtables foster exchanges 

and collaboration between municipalities, industry, community services, First Nations 

and integrated water management organizations (ZIP committees and watershed 

organizations); and 

WHEREAS, many shoreline municipalities, holding roles and responsibilities in their 

land use planning, participate actively in the work of the Regional Roundtables; and 

WHEREAS, the Quebec Maritime Strategy states that the active implication of 

municipalities as a key success factor for its new and ambitious strategy and that the 

Quebec government plans to foster dialogue between representatives from the maritime 

industry, municipalities and the population, by using the Regional Roundtables as a 

vehicle for this dialogue; and 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) and the 

Regional Roundtables have their set roles in the management of the St. Lawrence River.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative acknowledges the creation 

of the Regional Roundtables and that many Quebec municipalities are getting involved in 

the Regional Roundtables; and 



 
 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative recognizes its complementary 

relationship with the Regional Roundtables and the importance of a constructive 

partnership between these entities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative starts discussion among its 

member cities and other stakeholders to create a basin-wide discussion and consensus-

building framework at the scale of the area covered by the St. Lawrence Action Plan, 

allowing for integrated management at a global level; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative communicates to its members, 

when appropriate, the consensus positions emanating from the work of the Regional 

Roundtables.  

 

  

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 11 – 2016M 

 

SEWERS OVERFLOW AND BYPASS MANAGEMENT 

 

Submitted by: City of Montréal, QC 

 

 

WHEREAS, water quality in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence is influenced by factors, 

including the performance of municipal wastewater and stormwater infrastructure; and 

 

WHEREAS, not all municipal wastewater and stormwater collection system can contain 

100% of sewage water at all times; and 

 

WHEREAS, the majority of cities encounter sewer overflow and bypass events, 

depending on local characteristics and conditions of the infrastructure; and  

 

WHEREAS, climate change has already increased frequency and intensity of rainfall 

events and this trend is anticipated to continue in the decades to come; and 

 

WHEREAS, cross-connections between the wastewater and stormwater systems makes 

the problems of bypasses and overflows even more challenging. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative (Cities Initiative) encourages cities to review their entire wastewater and 

drinking water infrastructure systems in order to provide an updated picture, identify 

technical solutions to reduce the quantity of untreated water released to the waterbodies, 

and establish an action plan integrating predicted changes in rainfall patterns caused by 

climate change and with priority targets for improvement; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative encourage cities to combine 

their evaluation and action plan in a Sustainable Municipal Water Management Public 

Evaluation Report under the Cities Initiative’s Green CiTTS program; and 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that cities share their knowledge, notably regarding new 

technologies and green infrastructure, such as shoreline renaturalization, drainage plans, 

and surface treatments. 

 

 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 
 

_______________________________ 

Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 12 – 2016M 

 

OPPOSING THE WAUKESHA WATER DIVERSION APPLICATION 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Basin represents approximately 

20% of the world’s surface freshwater resource and supports the third largest economy in 

the world;  

 

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2005, the Great Lakes Governors of Illinois, Indiana, 

Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, and the Premiers 

of Ontario and Québec signed the Great Lakes—St. Lawrence River Basin Sustainable 

Water Resources Agreement (the “Agreement”), and the Governors endorsed the 

companion Great Lakes—St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact (the 

“Compact”), which was later approved by the United States Congress and signed by the 

President, banning new water diversions from the Basin except in communities located in 

counties straddling the water division line between the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin 

and other basins; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Waukesha, WI, is located in Waukesha County, a county 

straddling the water division line; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Waukesha has applied under the exception for a “Community 

within a Straddling County” to use water from Lake Michigan as its source of drinking 

water to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (the “Waukesha Application”); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the exception requires the diverted waters be used solely for the “Public 

Water Supply Purposes” of the specific “Community within a Straddling County” as 

defined in the Agreement and Compact; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has deemed the Waukesha 

Application approvable and forwarded it on January 7, 2016 to the Great Lakes-St. 

Lawrence River Water Resources Regional Body (Regional Body) and Compact Council 

for its consensus decision; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 18, 2016, the Regional Body reached agreement on a Declaration 

of Finding and a set of conditions for the Application to be approvable and that the 

Regional Body forwarded its recommendation to the Compact Council by a 9-0 vote, 

with one abstention; and 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, all eight Great Lakes states must vote in favor of the Waukesha Application 

for it to go forward at a special meeting of the Compact Council on June 21, 2016; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Waukesha Application does not meet the terms of the Agreement nor 

the Compact, as there are significant questions about the necessity of the diversion to 

meet the drinking water quantity and quality needs of the City of Waukesha, among other 

concerns; and 

 

WHEREAS, the service area recommended by the Regional Body to the Compact 

Council still contains parts of multiple communities which are not part of the City of 

Waukesha and which have not demonstrated a need for the water, amounting to a clear 

violation of the Compact; and  

 

WHEREAS, this broader service area is not a “Community within a Straddling County” 

as defined and required by the exception in the Agreement and Compact; and  

 

WHEREAS, the precedent-setting nature of the Waukesha Application is of great 

concern to the Mayors of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative; and 

 

WHEREAS, the impacts of the proposed return flow of water to Lake Michigan through 

the Root River will cause significant changes to the ecosystem and to the urban shores of 

the mouth of the River; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Body review process is inadequate as it provided for only one 

public meeting held in the City of Waukesha, and that the hundreds of public comments 

against the Application were largely ignored during the Regional Body process and that 

the conditions for approval debated by the Regional Body and Compact Council will not 

be open to public comment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Body is not providing sufficient public information to 

residents in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Basin; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Body’s Declaration of Finding, sent on May 18, 2016, 

allowed for input from the eight US Great Lakes states, Ontario and Quebec, and that 

despite its non-binding nature, it will be key in the final Compact Council decision. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayors of the Great Lakes and St. 

Lawrence Cities Initiative reaffirm their commitment to the protection of our water 

resources by calling on the Governors of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New 

York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, and their representatives on the Compact 

Council to reject the Waukesha Application, the Regional Body’s Declaration of Finding 

and the conditions for approval it contains; and 



 
 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Mayors urge the Governors and Premiers of the 

Regional Body and Compact Council, consistent with good public policy, to ensure 

complete transparency and full public engagement through open meetings, webinars, 

websites and any other appropriate means of communication, for this application and any 

other in the future. 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 

 
Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE CITIES INITIATIVE 

ALLIANCE DES VILLES DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT 

 

RESOLUTION 13 – 2016M 

 

NORTH HARBOUR MERCURY CONTAMINATION IN THUNDER BAY 

 

 

WHEREAS, a mercury contaminated site of about 350,000 cubic meters of organic 

sediment deposited over 90 years of mill operations persists in the North Harbour of 

Thunder Bay; and 

 

WHEREAS, this sediment is subsequently contaminated with mercury in concentrations 

that range from 2 to 11 ppm at the surface of the sediment to 21 ppm at depth and ranging 

in thickness from 40 to 380 centimeters and covering an area of about 22 hectares; and 

 

WHEREAS, in order to remediate these areas of concern the Remedial Action Plan 

(RAP) was implemented which sought public input on the contamination and remediation 

efforts through their public advisory committee (PAC); and 

 

WHEREAS, a study commissioned in 2014 to provide options for mitigating the 

mercury contamination in the North Harbour was carried and since the study no further 

progress has been made by provincial or federal governments, and 

 

WHEREAS, the RAP sent a letter in March 2016 to federal and provincial MPPs, 

Chronicle Journal, and Port Authority with a response from the provincial and federal 

governments that this issue is still being discussed with no further indication of action.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cities Initiative calls on both 

Province of Ontario and Governments of Canada to move in a timely matter to respond to 

inquiries by the RAP; and 



 
 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, seeing that the site is currently located on a federal 

water lot, that the Cities Initiative calls on both Province of Ontario and Governments of 

Canada to provide funding to mitigate the mercury contamination in the North Harbour 

and therefore delist Thunder Bay as an Area of Concern. 

 

Signed this 15
th

 day of June, 2016 

 

 

 
Mitch Twolan, Chair 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative 

Mayor of Huron-Kinloss 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 


