The Corporation of the City of Thunder Bay

RESOLUTION

Meeting: Committee of the Whole
Meeting Date:  10/31/2016

Moved by: Mayor K. Hobbs Seconded by: Councillor A. Foulds

X | CARRIED AMENDED LOST QEEEEEEBI
Subject: Amended Resolution - Waukesha Water Diversion
Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Basin represents approximately 20% of
the world’s surface freshwater resource and supports the third largest economy in the world;
and

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2005, the Great Lakes Governors of lllinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, and the Premiers of
Ontario and Quebec signed the Great Lakes—St. Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water
Resources Agreement (the “Agreement”), and the Governors endorsed the companion Great
Lakes—St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact (the “Compact’), which was
later approved by the United States Congress and signed by the President, banning new
water diversions from the Basin except in communities located in counties straddling the
water division line between the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin and other basins; and

WHEREAS, the City of Waukesha, WI, is located in Waukesha County, a county straddling
the basin division line; and

WHEREAS, the City of Waukesha applied to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources under the exception for a “Community within a Straddling County” to use Lake
Michigan as its source of drinking water (the “Waukesha Application”); and

WHEREAS, the Compact requires proposals for diversions to satisfy seven specific
conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Regional Body, after having reached an agreement on a Declaration of
Finding and a set of conditions for the application, forwarded its recommendation to the
Compact Council, and that all eight Great Lakes states voted in favour of the Waukesha
Application; and

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2016, the Compact Council issued its Final Decision approving the
Waukesha Application with Conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Waukesha Application does not meet the terms of the Agreement nor the
Compact, and the precedent-setting nature of the Final Decision to approve the Application is
of great concern to the Mayors of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative; and



WHEREAS, the approved service area still contains parts of communities which are not part
of the City of Waukesha and which have not demonstrated a need for the water, amounting
to a clear violation of the Compact; and

WHEREAS, this broader service area is not a “Community within a Straddling County” as
defined and required by the exception conditions in the Agreement and Compact; and

WHEREAS, there are reasonable water supply alternatives to meet the drinking water
quantity and quality needs of the City of Waukesha; and

WHEREAS, the impacts of the proposed return flow of water through the Root River to Lake
Michigan are likely to have adverse impacts on the ecosystem and to the urban shores of the
mouth of the River; and

WHEREAS, the Conditions for Approval were not subject to public comment while debated
by the Regional Body and Compact Council despite the Compact's requirement that all
relevant information be available to the public for comment; and

WHEREAS, the Regional Body review process did not provide adequate opportunity for
public comment as only one public meeting was held in the City of Waukesha, and that
hundreds of public comments against the Application did not appear to be considered during
the Regional Body or Compact Council process.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Thunder Bay affirms its commitment to the
protection of our water resources by calling on the Governors of lllinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, and their representatives on the
Compact Council to reconsider their Final Decision to approve the Waukesha Application;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Thunder Bay supports challenges by the
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative to the Compact Council's approval of the
Waukesha Application under procedures adopted by the Compact Council, which may
include requesting a hearing and initiating judicial review of the Final Decision; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the City of Thunder Bay urges the Governors and Premiers
of the Regional Body and Compact Council, consistent with good public policy, to reverse its
approval of the Waukesha diversion application and ensure that the provisions of the
Compact are strictly applied in this and any future application in order to protect the finite
water resources of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River basin;

AND THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Lakehead Region Conservation
Authority, the municipalities on Lake Superior, The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime
Minister of Canada and The Honourable Barack Obama, President of the United States of
America.



infrastructure, equipment and software, additional IT support and services, as well as further
risk management resources, will be required,

AND WHEREAS while there will be benefits from NG911, the cost of improving and
expanding the NG 911 services will become a burden to municipalities and police services
across Ontario, who serve as the PSAP, and thus to the property taxpayer;

AND WHEREAS TCCs and WSPs have been receiving revenues from their customers
through surcharges on telephone and wireless lines for 911 services;

AND WHEREAS 8 other Provinces have already enacted legislation to allow their
municipalities and police services to recoup costs associated with the operation of PSAPs and
the provision of 911 services to telephone and wireless lines, whereas the Province of Ontario
has not;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Thunder Bay directly lobby the
provincial government to enact legislation that would permit TCCs and WSPs to bill and
collect, on behalf of municipalities and police services in Ontario, a PSAP fee to help offset
costs associated with implementing NG911 services, and to work with other organizations,
such as the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Northwestern Ontario Municipal
League (NOMA), Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) and the Ontario
Association of Police Services Boards (OAPSB), among others, to assist in this endeavor;

AND THAT an education component be included on the implementation of the Next
Generation 9-1-1 Services;

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to AMO, NOMA, FONOM and OAPSB;

AND THAT any necessary by-laws be presented to City Council for ratification.



