
The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Annual Meeting and Conference Recap

In case you missed it, here are the highlights from this year’s 
Annual Meeting and Conference held in Ajax, ON June 13-15

THE FIRST DAY of the conference was filled with the business meetings of the board and membership.  The day 
started with the board of directors meeting, where the directors and staff discussed staffing and business needs for the 
organization, the Great Lakes- St. Lawrence Collaborative Strategy, Asian carp, and the organization’s work on the Com-
pact Council diversion application review process.  The board also heard presentations from Mark Reusser, Vice President 
of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture and co-chair of the Thames River Phosphorus Reduction Collaborative (PRC) on 
the status of the PRC, as well Peigi Ross, attorney at Dunsmore Law, who provided the board with preliminary Healthy 
Workplace training. After the board meeting and lunch, the directors and membership broke out in the regional meetings 
of the organization to discuss issues of regional significance to the membership.  Of note, in the Ontario regional meet-
ing, the first gathering of the Mayor’s Council on Nature and Communities convened.  

The members meeting convened in the afternoon, following the regional meetings. The membership had fruitful 
discussion on the 2018 proposed resolutions of the organization.  The membership had fruitful discussions on the 2018 
proposed resolutions of the organization.  The membership passed six resolutions, addressing long-term resiliency  and 
infrastructure planning, interim actions to halt Asian carp at Brandon Road Lock and Dam, efforts to reduce nutrient pol-
lution into our waterways, action to advance work on Areas of Concern, and support for the Ramsar designation of the 
Niagara River and the Edmonton Declaration on Climate Change. In addition to the resolutions, the membership received 
updates on work from the staff on the issues of Asian carp, nutrients pollution, the Compact Council diversion applica-
tion review process, as well as the organization’s strategic planning process. The membership also heard a report from 
the 2017 Wege Award winner, the City of Niagara Falls, NY and Mayor Paul Dyster.  John Dickert then announced the 
2018 winner as the Township of Tay for their multi-municipality invasive species strategy, in partnership with the Town-
ships of Tiny and Severn, the Town of Midland, and the Severn Sound Environmental Association.  Mayor Scott Warnok 
accepted the award.  The first day closed out with the members’ reception at the St. Francis Centre, a historic church in 
Ajax where members were treated to a 
performance by the Chimera Project.  

THE SECOND DAY began the conference portion of the event. Welcoming remarks were given from a number of 
dignitaries including Aboriginal Elder Cat Criger, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Member of 
Parliament Mark Holland, Member of Provincial Parliament Rod Phillip, and Regional Chair Gerry O’Connell. The mem-
bership and delegates then engaged in a conversation with Dan Egan, senior policy fellow with the Milwaukee School of 
the Freshwater Sciences, journalist, and author of The Death and Life of the Great Lakes, and moderated by Dave Ullrich.  
Following Dan’s keynote, the membership and delegates moved to the Ajax waterfront for the press conference where 
it was announced that the organization was launching a pilot project in Ontario called the Mayor’s Council on Nature 
and Communities. The mayors also encouraged that the United States and Canada continue to work together toward 
environmental and economic prosperity. After a tour of the beautiful Ajax waterfront, members and delegates headed 
back to the Ajax Convention Centre for lunch and the start of the panels.  The Thursday afternoon session included the 
Resilience Solutions for Flooding and Extreme Weather panel, the Municipal Liability and Extreme Weather panel, and 
the Coastal Resiliency Solutions for Shoreline Municipalities panel.  The day closed with the Evening Under the Stars Gala 
at Ajax’s waterfront.  Along with the festivities, the organization took time that evening to pay tribute to the late Regional 
Chair John Anderson, Mississauga Councillor Jim Tovey, and Ajax Senior Policy Planner Barb Hodgins.  Barb was awarded 
the first annual Barb Hodgins Award posthumously, recognizing the exceptional commitment and work of a municipal 
staff member towards protecting and restoring the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River.

THE FINAL DAY of the conference started with a keynote address by Ontario Environmental Commissioner Dr. Dianne 
Saxe and was followed by the Tech Solutions for Water Management panel.  Following the keynote and panel, it was 
announced that the City of Sheboygan, Wisconsin will be the 2019 host of the annual meeting and conference and 

The 15th Annual Meeting and Conference of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative was held in beautiful Ajax, 
Ontario on June 13 – 15, 2018.  Mayor Steve Parish and the Ajax planning committee, along with Cities Initiative staff, 
put together an amazing event that explored issues and solutions around resiliency for municipalities, while also giving 
delegates a taste of the local character and culture of Ajax.  
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