NEWS RELEASE
Anishinabek Nation, Canada and US mayors call for stricter rules for water
withdrawals from the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence
COLLINGWOOD (November 30, 2018) — For the first time, Canada and United States mayors from the
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative and Anishinabek Nation leadership have joined together to
call for stricter rules for any new water withdrawals from the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence. More
specifically, they are asking the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Water Resources Council (Compact
Council) and Regional Body to reconsider and defer the adoption of proposed changes to the procedures
for reviewing requests for water withdrawals. This is especially important given that there are several
newly elected Governors and Premiers in the region that have not yet had an opportunity to review
these vitally important rules.
The mayors and the Anishinabek Nation entered a process of good faith discussions with the Compact
Council over the last 14 months to improve the procedures and are disappointed with the results.
During this review period, the mayors and the Anishinabek Nation sought to work collaboratively with
the Compact Council, and advised the Compact Council of several critical flaws contained in the existing
procedures. The Compact Council ignored many of the concerns of the mayors, the Anishinabek Nation
and other concerned stakeholders in the Great Lakes region. Instead, the Compact Council is seeking to
push through revisions at their next meeting. It is clear that further improvements to the proposed
procedures are needed.
The mayors and the Anishinabek Nation share two main concerns regarding the proposed procedures
for reviewing diversion requests. The concerns are:
1. The procedures should allow for increased stakeholder participation and information sharing
during the review process; however, this is not the case with the new proposed rules. For
example, the proposed rules do not require sufficient public participation in each of the areas of
the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence region, thereby not allowing all voices be heard; and
2. The proposed procedures fail to correct many of the weaknesses in the Compact Council’s
ability to properly review and enforce diversion requests. For example, the proposed
procedures do not explicitly acknowledge the role that the Compact Council must play in helping
to monitor and enforce an applicant’s compliance with a diversion request once the request has
been approved.
There are other deficiencies in the proposed procedures that the mayors, the Anishinabek Nation and
other stakeholders have also noted. Should the new rules be adopted as proposed, it would be a lost
opportunity to increase protection for an important strategic resource and public engagement.
Quotes:
“Today, the Anishinabek Nation leadership is seeking to ensure that the Great Lakes and the St.
Lawrence River are subject to stronger rules and improved accommodation and recognition of
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Anishinabek inherent rights, Aboriginal and treaty rights where there is an interest within the scope of
the Compact Council and Regional Body on water withdrawal. Water is the Lifeblood of Mother Earth –
we must do what we can to protect it.” - Anishinabek Nation Grand Council Chief Glen Hare
“As mayors in the Great Lakes St. Lawrence region, we demand stronger rules on new water
withdrawals and the Compact Council’s proposed revisions need to be improved.”- Mayor Sandra
Cooper, Chair of the Great Lakes and St Lawrence Cities Initiative and Mayor of Collingwood
“The mayors want to make clear our disappointment with the new proposed procedures that leave our
waters vulnerable. We call on members of the Compact Council and Regional Body to defer adoption of
the proposed changes, so they can be revisited by the newly elected Governors and Premiers.” - Mayor
Mike Vandersteen, Mayor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin
The Anishinabek Nation is the political advocate for 40 member communities across Ontario, representing
approximately 60,000 people. The Anishinabek Nation is the oldest political organization in Ontario and
can trace its roots back to the Confederacy of Three Fires, which existed long before European contact.
The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative is a binational coalition of over 100 mayors and other
local officials that works actively with federal, state, provincial, tribal, and first nation governments and
other stakeholders to advance the protection and restoration of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River.
For more information, please visit http://glslcities.org
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For more information please contact:
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
John Dickert
Phone: (262) 930-5555
E-mail: john.dickert@glslcities.org
Scott McKay (bilingual)
Phone: (514) 618-0297
E-mail: scott.mckay@glslcities.org

Anishinabek Nation Lands and Resources
Department
Cameron Welch
Phone: (705) 497-9127 ext. 2283
E-mail: cameron.welch@anishinabek.ca

To arrange a media interview, please contact:
Great Lakes St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Jane Eagleton
Phone: (312) 201-4518
E- mail: jane.eagleton@glslcities.org

Anishinabek Nation Policy and Communications
Department
Laura Barrios, Communications Officer
Phone: (705) 497-9127 ext. 2339
E-mail: laura.barrios@anishinabek.ca

