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ⓒ2022FLOW’s Mission

Ensuring the waters of the Great Lakes Basin 
are healthy, public and protected for all.



ⓒ2022Blue Communities Project in Context of GL Water Crises
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ⓒ2022Water Crises in the Great Lakes
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ⓒ2022Global Threats to Access to Water + Public Control

Privatization: 
the private ownership 
of water as a resource 
or of the infrastructure 
required to manage 
water and sanitation 
services.

Commodification: 
Water as a resource 
that is handled as a 
commodity under 
supply and demand 
dynamics as a way of 
setting the price of 
market transactions.

Financialization: 
Water management as 
a financial asset whose 
value is managed on 
the financial markets, 
and in particular on the 
futures markets. Water Affordability refers 

to the capacity of customers 
to pay water rates that 
reflect the full costs of 
providing water service.



ⓒ2022The Costs of Privatization

Source: Food & Water Watch (2015)



ⓒ2022            Water Commodification



ⓒ2022 Water Financialization



ⓒ2022Global Action on Human Right to Water

● 2010: UN General Assembly recognized the 
human right to water and sanitation in 
Resolution A/RES/64/292. (122 countries 
signed on)

● 2012: California adopted the statutory 
human right to water

● 10 Countries Recognize Human Right to 
Water in their Constitutions

● 18 Countries Recognize Human Right to 
Water in National Legislation

● 2021: NY adopted the constitutional right to 
clean water 

● 2021: Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District Resolution (MWRD) and Traverse 
City Resolutions 
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ⓒ2022Water Affordability Crisis

VOX: America has a water crisis no 
one is talking about.

Fox47 News: Low income households in 
Michigan are struggling to pay water bills.

University of Michigan, Graham Sustainability Institute



What is the 
Human Right to 

Water?

Safe. The water required for each personal or domestic use 

must be free from microorganisms, chemical substances and 

radiological hazards.

Sufficient. A person’s daily need is between 50 and 100 litres 
of water to ensure that most basic needs are met and few 
health concerns arise.

Acceptable. Water should be of an acceptable colour, odour 

and taste for each personal or domestic use. All water 

facilities and services must be culturally appropriate and 

sensitive to gender, lifecycle and privacy requirements.

Accessible and Affordable. According to WHO, the water source 

has to be within 1,000 metres of the home and collection time 

should not exceed 30 minutes. Water costs should not exceed 3 

percent of household income. (UN Guidelines)
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ⓒ2022Common Misconceptions About Human Right to Water



ⓒ2022Great Lakes Resolutions - MWRD & TC



By protecting 
water as a 

human right, 
this resolution: 

  

offers clear guidelines to tackle immediate +  
long-term infrastructure investments.

informs and empowers important 
community-wide priorities 

promotes human dignity and guides strong 
public policy to secure safe affordable water 
for all.

counters water trends of commodification, 
privatization, and financialization.

ⓒ2022

restores the social contract between 
residents and local governments.

Benefits of this Resolution



What is your 
community’s 

responsibility? 

  ⓒ2022Putting the Resolution into Action

Community commitment to prioritize a 
water equity agenda supported by strong 
public policies and management that

● Secure water access for all
● Design rate structures that assure 

water affordability
● Provide long-term stable federal, state, 

provincial funding 

No legally binding obligation imposed



20% Global Fresh Surface Water

90% of US Fresh Surface Water

Our Water, Our Future ⓒ2022



“Thousands have lived 
without love, not one 

without water.”
-W. H. Auden

liz@flowforwater.org
flowforwater.org    
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