THE CITY OF L’ALLIANCE DES VILLES

KENOSHA DES GRANDS LACS ET DU SAINT-LAURENT

[ /\P/ GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE
\’ CITIES INITIATIVE

PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

City of Kenosha partners with Cities Initiative on the
Pike River Mouth Improvement Project

Project will stabilize the mouth of the Pike River in Kenosha, Wisconsin
to maintain open flow of water to Lake Michigan

Kenosha, Wisc. — December 19, 2024: The City of Kenosha is collaborating with the Great Lakes
and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative and the Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network to stabilize the
mouth of the Pike River to maintain the open flow of water into Lake Michigan, prevent flooding,
provide passage for valuable native fish species to upstream spawning habitat, and create better
fishing opportunities and safer beaches.

The Pike River enters Lake Michigan just north of downtown Kenosha. In recent years, accumulated
sediment has frequently dammed off the river mouth, causing upstream flooding, property damage
and hazardous conditions. Tragically, the area has been the site of numerous drownings. The City of
Kenosha has installed signage to deter the public from swimming near the river mouth and
frequently dredges the outlet to allow drainage, a costly and unsustainable practice. In response,
the city is collaborating with the Cities Initiative to develop preliminary designs that will employ
nature-based solutions to stabilize the river mouth while addressing climate resilience, public
safety, and recreation and fishery-related goals.

When fully implemented, the project will facilitate fish passage to approximately 62 miles of
upstream tributaries and wetlands, improve public safety along the shoreline, enhance fishing and
other recreational opportunities for residents of a minority neighborhood, and support the local
tourism economy.

“The Pike River and our Lake Michigan shoreline are important recreational, cultural and ecological
resources for the City of Kenosha, but have been increasingly impacted by fluctuating lake levels,
severe storms, sediment accumulation, and rapid urbanization. This project will generate
sustainable solutions to these challenges while improving public safety and recreational
opportunities for the people of Kenosha and visitors to our city,” said Kenosha Mayor David
Bogdala.

Dave Giordano, Executive Director of the Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network, emphasized that
“getting reliable fish passage in and out of the Pike River not only helps the fish and fishing, but will
also reduce flooding upstream and improve water quality in the estuary. That’s a ‘win-win-win-
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The current preliminary design project is expected to be completed by fall 2025, after which the
Cities Initiative and the city will seek funding for final designs, permits, and eventual construction of
the recommended improvements to the river mouth.

The Cities Initiative is proud to support the Kenosha Pike River Mouth Improvement Project under
its Resilient Coastal Projects Initiative (RCPI), which is helping cities across the Great Lakes region to
protect property owners and infrastructure from the impacts of climate change. Funding is
provided by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation with support from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law. The City of Kenosha and the Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network are also
contributing funding for the project. Early planning for the project was supported by the Fund for
Lake Michigan.
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About the Resilient Coastal Projects Initiative

The RCPI supports local communities in planning sustainable, fundable projects that protect
shorelines and community assets. These projects address coastal hazards like flooding or erosion,
while adding community benefits such as public spaces, recreation, wildlife habitat, and improved
water quality. More information on the RCPI is available on the Cities Initiative’s website at:
https://glslcities.org/initiatives/resilient-coastal-projects-initiative/

About the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative

The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative is a multinational coalition of local governments
led by mayors and chief elected officers working collaboratively to safeguard the economic,
environmental and social health of communities in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Basin.
The organization is committed to stewarding the basin’s freshwater and ensuring that all residents
have access to clean, safe and affordable water as the foundation for sustainable, vibrant, inclusive
and resilient communities.
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